
 

 
 The Newsletter of Covenant Presbyterian Church 

 

Dear Friends,  
 

There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the Sky! 
There’s a mother’s deep prayer And a baby’s low cry! 
And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

 

This is the gospel in which we surely believe! Yet, this Advent and 
Christmastide will be like no other we have experienced before due to Covid-
19 and all the changes it has brought into our lives. 
   
One thing remains the same, however. Christ is the Light of the World! And 
with Christ’s Light sparking hope, peace, joy, and love, there is always strength 
for today, bright hope for tomorrow, and life to be lived in faithful Christian 
service to God and neighbor! 
 

In anticipation of “A Christmas to Remember,” here are some of the ways we 
will be led in worship in the coming days – 
 

9 AM Advent Worship in the Sanctuary, to the glory of God, will be focused 
on these biblical characters and themes that anticipate Christ’s coming:        
 

     November 29       The Advent of Hope  -  Isaiah 40:1-11     
         Isaiah: “Herald of Good Tiding” 

 

     December 6         The Advent of Peace  -  Luke 1:5-20                    
         Zechariah: “Answered Prayers”         
        Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 

     December 13       The Advent of Joy  -  Luke 1:26-38 
        Mary: “This Is My Song, This Is My Story”   

 

     December 20       The Advent of Love  -  Luke 2:25-36 
        Simeon: “Guided by the Spirit”                          

 

On Christmas Eve at 4 PM (weather permitting), Covenant will host an 
outdoor worship service celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ and concluding 
with the singing of “Silent Night” by candlelight. 
 

At 8 PM on Christmas Eve, we will celebrate virtually “A Service of 
Lessons, Carols, and Candlelight” featuring special music provided by the 
Sanctuary Choir Ensemble under the Direction of Richard Rudolph and 
accompanied by organist Ronn Lowe and flautist Julie Hickcox. 
 

 

     December 2020 

Loving God, loving people, making disciples 
 

Advent is a season when we 
prepare for the celebration of 
Jesus’ birth, and we look 
forward to his coming again.  
Here at Covenant, we pray that 
you might celebrate the pause, 
meditate on God’s Word and sing 
a song in your hearts this Advent 
Season. 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the 
gift of Jesus, may our hearts be 
warmed and our faces made 
aglow through the twinkle of 
candles, Advent litanies, music, 
scripture readings, bible dramas, 
and devotions.  May Christ’s light 
shine through our lives this 
Advent season! 

 

 Hope   Peace   ☺  Joy     Love 

Save the Dates! 
 

Sunday, November 29 
First Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 5 @ 7 PM 
“Songs of the Season” Virtual 
Concert with Organ & Flute 

 

Sunday, December 6 @ 11 AM 
SPARK Sunday School – 

“The Story of Chanukah” 

Sunday, December 20 @ 4 PM 
“Christmas . . . A Virtual 

Music Celebration” 
with the Sanctuary Choir 

and guest musicians 

 

With the sparks of Christ’s hope, peace, 
joy, and love flying among us throughout 
this holiday season, I hope we will make it 
“A Christmas to Remember”  as we 
celebrate the Light of Christ shining in the 
darkness and burning ever bright!   
 

Your pastor, 
Sparky (aka, Kyle) 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Food for the Soul 
 

The Joy of Advent: 

Daily Reflections from Pope Francis 

by Diane M. Houdek 

Selections from 
“Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent” 

 

How does the Lord speak to us? Pope Francis says, 
“I have always been struck by the Lord’s encounter 
with Elijah, when the Lord speaks to Elijah. He was on 
the mountain when he saw the Lord pass by, not in the 
hail, in the rain, in the storm, in the wind . . . The Lord 
was in the still soft breeze (I Kings 19:11-13). In the 
original text, a most beautiful word is used which 
cannot be precisely translated: he was in a sonorous 
thread of silence. A sonorous thread of silence: this is 
how the Lord draws near, with that sound of silence 
that belongs to love. 
 

This is the music of the Lord’s language. As we 
prepare for Christmas, we should listen to it. It will do 
us great, great good.  Normally Christmas is a loud 
feast, so it will do us good to be silent a little, in order 
to listen to these words of love, of great closeness, 
these words of tenderness. We need to be silent 
during this season so that . . . ‘we might vigilantly keep 
watch.’” 
 

The author says, “. . . Advent calls us again and again 
to see God in the silence.” And she follows with “make 
a commitment to spend some time being very quiet for 
as much time as you can spare from your busy 
schedule for the next two weeks.  Notice how it makes 
a difference as you resume your own preparations.” 
 

And may there be JOY, JOY, JOY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                                             Let Us Pray . . . 

                      For Church Members – Christine Beck,  
                      Mary Jane Fisher, Alice Garrett, Marilyn  
                      Hammes, Lynnemarie Hancock, Suellen 
                      Hodges, Lindsey Nanz, Ann Cecil Renick, 
June & Forrest Smith, Jo & Wayne Wilson, caregivers, 
military service members and families. 
For Family and Friends – 
Geraldine Barnes (Jerry Barnes’ sister), Kenneth 
Benner (Lynnemarie Hancock’s brother), Josh Birch, 
Rachel Erb Birch, Ann Caddell (Anne Currin’s mother), 
Kevin Carter (Cheryl Floyd’s brother), Patrick Dooley 
(Lynnemarie Hancock’s friend), Dickie Hinchee (Leigh 
Singh’s grandmother), Grant Holder (Angie Miller’s 
brother), Rob Kidder’s brother, Wayne Maloney (Sherry 
Moran’s friend), Barry Martin (Ray Martin’s brother), Will 
McVey (Melissa Cranwell’s brother), Brian Mesko (Tom 
Floyd’s friend), Bill Miller (Mike Miller’s brother), Mike 
Overacker (Mark Overacker’s brother), PCUSA Mission 
Workers Tyler and Rochelle Holm and Jim and Jodi 
McGill, Denise Pillow (Presbytery of the Peaks), Shirley 
Robertson (Barbara Robertson’s mother), Mair Rubin 
(friend of Pranav Singh), the Emily Shaw and Family 
(loss of Patrick Shaw, friend of Joe Slack), Dr. Martha 
Sommers, Tim (Lynnmarie Hancock’s friend), Geraldine 
Webb (Mandy Culley’s mother), Norma Webb (Jeff 
Webb’s mother), David Wiley (Mary Glenn Aydlett’s 
nephew), Daniel Woodbury (Lynnemarie Hancock’s 
cousin), Linda Woods (Joyce Woods’ daughter-in-law. 
Special Prayers – Hospital staffs and families, patients 
and families, residents of assisted living facilities and 
those in nursing home care; New Covenant Fellowship 
Church & Youth Pastor Joe Slack (son of Brian & Kathy 
Slack); Dakota Hurst (16-year-old with osteosarcoma). 
Joys & Thanksgivings: Birth of Matthew John Gills on 
November 18 to Jamie and Brittni Gills; A new job; A 
grandchild on the way; Our virtual church services and 
programs. 
 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. – Philippians 4:6 
 

Please send prayer requests for the bulletin prayer list 
to gails@covroanoke.org or call the church office. 
Requests will be shared with the pastor and the 
Congregational Care Team.  
 
 

 

 

Earth Care 
 

“Rocks and waters, etc., are words of God, and so are 
men. We all flow from one fountain Soul. All are 
expressions of one Love.”  John Muir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Muir, also known as "John of the Mountains" 
and "Father of the National Parks,” was an influential 
Scottish-American mountaineer, naturalist, author, 
environmental philosopher, botanist, zoologist, 
glaciologist, and early advocate for the preservation 
of wilderness in the United States of America. (Born 
April 21, 1838; died December 24, 1914) 
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We Still Believe 

By Kyle Allen 
 

There truly is  
a song in the air, 
for the good news  
of God is at once  
here, there,  
and everywhere. 
 

The glad tidings came  
in the dark of night, 
against a sky starry white 
where in a manger bare 
lay the heir  
of God’s kingdom come. 
 

The scene was serene 
with cattle lowing, 
angels singing, joy ringing… 
The Cradle Child…God in the flesh… 
new hope, peace, joy, and love 
at his beginning bringing.  
 

He would grow, this babe Divine, 
and give his life away in love, 
and place his strength in God above, 
and lead the least and lost to shine, 
and by the way of a cruel cross  
and an empty grave,  
he whole of humankind Christ would save. 
        
While Covid-19 has created  
a long winter’s night,  
and we wonder  
day to day  
if God has lost sight 
of all the earthly suffering and despair 
and no longer seems to care… 
 

We still believe. 
And still, we pray. 
And still we sing  
that song in the air, 
celebrating the Savior,  
the Star of Bethlehem, still here,  
there, and everywhere. 

 

 

 

“Sounds of the Season” Virtual Concert 
 

Saturday, December 5 at 7:00 PM 
Live on Facebook 

 

This concert will feature sacred music of Advent and 
Christmas along with a few secular holiday favorites 
including music from “The Nutcracker,” a favorite 
Charlie Brown tune “Christmas Time Is Here” and more! 
We are excited that Julee Hickcox, 2nd 
Flute/Piccolo and Personnel Contractor at 
Roanoke Symphony Orchestra will be joining 
our own Ronn Lowe for this event – along with a 
special solo performance by Dr. Kyle Allen. There 
is even a “Carol Sing” – so you can sing along at home! 
Please invite your friends and family and  join us on 
Facebook for this special holiday event. 

Christmas . . . A Virtual Music Celebration! 
 

As part of Covenant’s Christmas season, our 
Sanctuary Choir and musicians will present a 
wonderful Christmas Concert on Sunday, 
December 20th at 4:00 PM. This celebration of the 
music and message of Christmas will be virtual and live 
streamed on Facebook. Our choir will present some 
stirring anthems and the event will include joyous music 
by Ronn Lowe, with guest musicians  Chris Magee 
on trumpet and Josh Odell on piano. 
 

Anthems . . . organ solos . . . organ and trumpet and 
piano/organ duets . . .  and a featured solo by our own 
Kyle Allen – Join us for proclaiming and celebrating our 
Lords birth! 

 

 



  
Adult Sunday School this Advent Season will focus on the various people we meet in the Advent story.  How many 
prophets pointed to the coming of Christ and what was their message? Who are the women we meet as we prepare for 
Christ’s coming and what can we learn from them? Who are the men in the story Christ’s arrival and what is their faithful 
witness? What is our story? What is our song? 
 

In the midst of the lives and voices of these individuals and through the witness of scripture, may we see the coming of 
Christ in a new light!  Join us in Zoom Sunday School this Advent Season! 

• Sunday, November 29:  The Prophets of Advent 

• Sunday, December 6:  “SPARK” Sunday School – The Lights of Chanukah 

• Sunday, December 13:  The Women of Advent 

• Sunday, December 20:  The Men of Advent 

• No Sunday School (all ages) on Sunday, December 27 

 

Children’s Sunday School will celebrate the story of Jesus’ coming in a special way 
this year. Children are invited to join along in reenacting the story of Jesus’ coming 
using Advent Sunday School bags that have been prepared especially for them. Kids 
– come join us in Zoom at 10:30 AM each Sunday in Advent and beyond as together, 
we tell the story of Jesus’ coming all the way to Epiphany this season! 
 

 

For Advent 2020, Youth Sunday School will explore the excitement and uncertainty 
of the months leading to the birth of Jesus. Each week, we’ll look at the concerns, joys, 
and motivations of the different people involved in the Nativity. Youth –  join us at  
11 AM for Zoom Sunday School this Advent season! 
 

 

SPARK Sunday School – Festival of Lights: The Story of Chanukah 
 

SPARK Sunday is always the first Sunday in each month at Covenant this year. Youth and 
Adults are invited to join SPARK Sunday School on December 6 to learn about the history 
and traditions around Chanukah. Special guest speaker Rabbi Kathy Cohen, from Roanoke’s 
Temple Emanuel, will share with us about this Festival of Lights and the sparks it kindles for 
those of the Jewish faith tradition. All are welcome!  Zoom-in with us at 11 AM on December 6 
and be enlightened!  
 

 

Covenant Presbyterian Preschool 

We are busy having a blast at preschool this fall! We are staying safe and learning so much every day!     

Loving God, loving people, making disciples 

 

 Faith Formation     



Trick or Treat So Others May Eat/Giving Thanks So Others May Eat – Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
 

What a generous Congregation we have! On Thursday, November 19th the first food drop off to the PCC was made to help 
fill their pantry. This included items brought from the initial offering from church members in addition to some added bags. 
The truck was overflowing!!! 
 

On November 15th, 300 bags were distributed to the Preschool and targeted neighborhoods. Pick up date was November 
22nd. 155 additional bags were collected. A 50% return! The PCC prices items upon receiving them (required as a 501C3)   
The total amount of usable food contributions came to $4,703.13. We also collected $950 in monetary donations. 
Special thanks to: 

• Teresa Wulff who is our representative volunteer at the PCC who sorted, marked and quantified the initial donations 
made. Teresa is tireless in her commitment to the PCC, Covenant etc. She trained us in sorting strategy and pricing 
details. She quietly just pitches in and does whatever it takes to get a job done.  

• Gene Collier for procuring 300 Kroger bags. 

• Gail Schuler for coordinating with the Preschool and the congregation with support, informative reminders in the 
daily briefings, and Sunday bulletins. 

• The  Preschool collected 27 bags. WOW!! 

• Neighborhood Captains/Teams: 
       Mary Glenn and Rick Aydlett, Maggie & Stuart Moen, Charlie Simmons, Gene Collier, Lisa Farthing, 

Ed Mahler, Kathryn Overacker, Sherri Harrison and family, Iona Farthing, Lee and Jeff Cutright, 
      Covenant Preschool and Jill Higgenbotham, John and Meg Munton, Debbie McClure\, Laura Jane Ramsburg, 
      Walt and Malina Gaynor 

• Everyone at Covenant who brought in food and donated funds for this project.    

While at PCC pricing items, employees were coming in to retrieve food items for immediate distribution. The need is great.  
The spark of generosity by everyone at Covenant and our neighborhood friends have made a difference! 
 

    

 

Family Promise News – Covenant, along with Raleigh Court United Methodist Church hosted FP the week of November 
8th - 15th. We provided lunch and breakfast items, dinners 3 nights (dropped off in coolers on the 
the porch) for the two families staying in the FP duplex as well as gift cards for the families. Many 
thanks to all who made donations including Covenant's Women's Circle Group who adopted FP 
as their November project. Monday, we were invited to a Zoom Bingo night with the families and 
it was a great way to connect during a time that we cannot be together in person. It was a fun 
evening and the children were thrilled with the bubbles, chalk and toy cars they won!  Covenant 
continues to support this wonderful organization in so many ways and we feel blessed to be part 
of such an outpouring of love and giving to those in need. 
Thank you so much! 
Lee, Jeff and Maggie 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Loving God, loving people, making disciples 

2020 has been a year that none of us will forget soon, and with COVID-19 still 
causing us concerns. Christmas may look very different for many of us this 
year. We want to continue the Covenant tradition of offering everyone a unique 
way to honor someone you love while bringing hope and healing through our 
various ministry partners. Whether in a loved one's memory or as a gift for a 
special occasion, your sparkling "Alternative Christmas" gifts will directly 
support others in need and improve lives in Malawi and Guatemala. 
 

Thank you from all those in need of the hope that the birth of Christ brings! 

 



Covenant CAFE has completed the Fall season. I do hope you have enjoyed the programing as much as I have enjoyed 
bringing it to you. I tried to make it a variety of music with interesting topics and speakers. 

 

I want to thank all the musicians and speakers that made connections for you, maybe some adventure, 
of course fellowship and a little education along the way. I know you were entertained. Also, a Big 
Thank you to Pranav Singh for making live streaming possible! 
 

We hope to pick this up again after the first of the year and bring you a whole new list of presentations and performances, 
along with a few of surprises. Watch Church announcements for further details. 
 

Go in Peace, 
Gene 

Online Giving 
 

We are excited to announce the introduction of an electronic option for making regular offerings and other donations to 
Covenant Presbyterian Church. Contributions can now be debited automatically from your checking or savings account or 
processed using your credit or debit card.    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Finance Team Report 
 

As of October 31, 2020, the Church had $43,632 in the checking accounts and $33,982 in operating savings.  There was 
$48,844 in the maintenance reserve. 
 

Pledges and non-pledged contributions recognized in October were $44,610. During October, $30,000 in special 
benevolences were distributed as follows: $10,000 Family Promise, $10,000 PCC Emergency Services, and $10,000 
Feeding Southwest Virginia. Expenses are summarized as follows for October: $51,483 in pastoral and staff salaries and 
expenses (there were 3 payrolls in October because of timing  of the bi-weekly payroll – happens twice per year), $13,946 
in operating expenses, and $2,000 funded to the maintenance reserve. 
 

Year to date the financials summarize as follows: 
 

Receipts and special offerings $     477,587   

Expenses:  % of expenses  

Benevolences and special offerings paid 81,977 16%, 17% of receipts  

Pastoral and staff salaries and expenses 335,677 67%  

Operating expenses 65,609 13%  

Maintenance reserve 20,000  4 %  

Total expenses 503,263   

Expenses exceeding receipts (25,676)   

PPP Proceeds 71,200   

Net Income 45,524   

 
Session Highlights 
 

October 25, 2020 – Stated Meeting: 
 

• Approved beginning Sunday, November 8, 2020, Covenant Presbyterian discontinuing outdoor worship and 
gathering indoors in the sanctuary at 9 a.m. to celebrate Sunday morning worship. Exercising extreme 
caution, all safety protocols for indoor worship will comply with state law and best church practices. All indoor 
services will continue to be live streamed via Covenant’s Facebook page and recorded for posting on 
Covenant’s YouTube channel. 

• Approved a barbeque dinner fundraising event to benefit Covenant Presbyterian’s Preschool and Youth 
Group. 

• Approved Covenant Presbyterian’s participation in Habitat for Humanity’s 2021 Apostles Build with offering 
volunteer support and monetary support in the amount of $10,000 which donation was approved by Session 
at its stated meeting of September 27, 2020.  

• Approved Covenant’s 2021 Operating Budget in the amount of $617,050. 
 

If you have questions or would like additional information, please contact Meg Munton, Clerk of Session, at 
munton.clerk@gmail.com. 

      To get started simply follow these steps: 
 

1. Visit the church website at covenantroanoke.org  

2. Click on the “Donate Now” button, then  

3. Follow the onscreen instructions 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      
 

   
 

 
 

 

1   
 

 9:30 Staff Meeting 
          (Zoom) 
 
4:30 Generosity     
        Team (Zoom) 
 
 

 
 
 

 

2 
 

10:00 Holy Hunch 
          Bible Study 
          (Zoom) 
4:00 Centering 
         Prayer (Zoom) 
 7:00 CovYoGro  
         (Zoom) 
 7:30 Choir Practice 
         (Sanctuary) 

 

 

3 
 

6:30  Centering 
         Prayer (home) 
7:00 Worship Team 
        meets (Zoom) 
7:00 Covenant  
        Conversations 
        The Book  
        Club (Zoom  
 
 
 

 4 
 
 

5 
 

8:00 Men’s Bible  
        Study 
 

7:00  “Sounds of     
          the Season”     
     Virtual Concert     
   with Ronn Lowe 
   & Julee Hickcox    
   – Facebook Live 

6 
 

2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

 

9:00 Worship in the 
         Sanctuary 
         *Pre-registration 
          required  
 

Zoom Sunday School: 
 10:30 - Children 
 11:00 - “Spark”   
        Sunday School for  
        Youth & Adults 

 
   
 

7 
  

 7:00 Faith 
         Formation 
         Team  

         (Zoom) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 
 

9:30 Staff Meeting 
          (Zoom) 
 

7:00 Circle of 
        Friends    
        (Zoom)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9 
 

10:00 Holy Hunch 
          Bible Study 
          (in home) 
4:00 Centering 
         Prayer (in  
         home) 
7:00 CovYoGro  
         (Zoom) 
7:30 Choir Practice  
         (Sanctuary) 
 

 

10  
 

 

6:30 Centering 
         Prayer (in  
         home) 
 
7:00 Personnel & 
        Policy (Zoom) 
 

 
 

11 
 
 
 

 
 

12 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
  

9:00 Worship in the 
         Sanctuary 
         *Pre-registration 
          required  
 

Zoom Sunday School: 
 10:30 - Children 
 11:00 - Youth 
 11:00 - Adults 
 

14 
  
10:30 Women’s 
          Bible 
          Study 
          (Zoom)    
 
  
 

15 
 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
         (Zoom) 

 
6:30 Missions 
        Team 
        (Zoom)  
 

16 
 

(No Holy Hunch 
Bible Study) 
 
4:00 Centering 
         Prayer (Zoom) 
  

7:00 CovYoGro  
         (Zoom) 
  

7:30 Choir Practice 
        (Sanctuary) 
 

17 
 

 
6:30 Centering 
         Prayer (in  
         home) 
 

 

18 

 

19 
 

8:00 Men’s Bible  
        Study 

 

20 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 

9:00 Worship in the 
         Sanctuary 
         *Pre-registration 
          required  
 

Zoom Sunday School: 
 10:30 - Children 
 11:00 - Youth 
 11:00 - Adults 
 

4:00  “Christmas . . .  
  A Virtual Celebration”    
  Concert – Live on    
  Facebook 
 

 
 

 

21 
 
7:00 Finance  
        Team   
        (Zoom) 

 
 
 

22 
 

 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
         (Zoom) 

 
 
 

 
  

23 
 
(No Holy Hunch 
Bible Study) 
 
4:00 Centering 
         Prayer (Zoom) 

 
7:30 Choir Practice 
        (Sanctuary) 

 

24 
 

Christmas Eve  
 
4:00 Outdoor  
        Worship  
        Service with 
        Nativity 
 
8:00 A Virtual  
        Service of  
  Lessons, Carols 
  & Candlelight 
 

25 
   
 

Christmas Day  
 

Church Office 
closed 
 

26 
  

 

27 
 
 

1st Sunday of 
Christmas 

 

 

9:00 Worship in the 
         Sanctuary 
         *Pre-registration 
          required  
 
(No Sunday School) 

28 
 

 
Church Office 
Closed 

29 

 
9:30 Staff Meeting 
         (Zoom) 

 
 
 
  

30 
 
(No Holy Hunch 
Bible Study) 
 
4:00 Centering 
         Prayer (Zoom) 
 

  

31 
 
New Year’s Eve  
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Advent is a quiet, contemplative time 
of waiting, as Mary did, for the Light, 

the Light who came to be the light 
of the whole human race . . . the Light 

through whom we are given life. 
 

Advent is a time to dig deeply into ourselves 
and feed the very essence of our being 
with the food of new life, renewed faith 

and enlivened hope. 
 

from “Faith: An Advent Companion” 
The Contemplative Life Program 

Contemplative Outreach LTD 

 
A universal truth lies within these words . . . 

and questions rise . . . personal and communal. 
What is God birthing in you and in your life? 

What is God calling you to birth into the world? 
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