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Loving God, Loving People, Making Disciples 
 

Gathering 

*Please stand as you are able 

 

As the prelude begins, we invite you to enter a time of reflection. 

Let the music settle your spirit, set aside the distractions of the week, 

and prepare your heart to encounter God. 
 

  Prelude  “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 

   Johann Gottfried Walther 
 

  Welcome and Covenant Life 

During our morning announcements, 

please take a moment to sign and pass the friendship pads. 
 

  Gathering Praise “A Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

   arr. Mary McDonald 
 

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 46)  

 One: God is our refuge and our strength, 

  an ever-present help in distress. 

 All: Though the earth trembles, and mountains slide into the sea, 

  we will not fear. 

 One: Be still and know that God is God. 

 All: We will be still and rest in God's presence. 

 One: In times of uncertainty, God is our refuge. 

  In times of fear, God is our strength. 

  In every season, God is faithful! 

All: We come to worship with courage,  

 trusting the God who is always with us. 

One: Let us worship the God who is with us in every circumstance, 

 who brings peace amid turmoil. 

All: We come with open hearts to worship the living God. Amen. 
 

*Hymn #687 (verses 1-3, 6) “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 

  Call to Confession  
 

  Prayer of Confession (unison prayer) 

Faithful and loving God, you are our keeper, our refuge, and our help. Yet we 

confess that we often live as though we are alone. We worry about tomorrow 

and carry burdens you invite us to place in your hands. Fear shapes our 

choices, and uncertainty keeps us from living faithfully today. Forgive us when 

we trust our own strength more than your steadfast presence. Forgive us when 

fear closes our hearts to the needs of our neighbors. Forgive us when we seek 

security in things that cannot give us lasting peace. Teach us to lift our eyes to 

you, to rest in your promises, and to trust you with what we cannot control. 

Give us courage to live faithfully rather than fearfully, and to face the future 

with hope, knowing that you are with us always. Amen.  

 

  Declaration of Forgiveness 
 

*Passing of the Peace 

 One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 
 

The Word 
 

  Time with Our Children Jewel Aagaard, Director of Faith Formation 

Children ages 4 – 7 may leave for Children’s Worship 

and will return during the last hymn. 



  Hymn #187  “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
 

  Prayer for Illumination Sara Farthing Carson 
 

  New Testament Reading Matthew 6:25-34 (Pew Bible, NT pp. 5-6) 
 

  Old Testament Reading Psalm 121 (Pew Bible, OT p. 534) 

 One: This is the Word of the Lord.         

 All: Thanks be to God. 
   

  Sermon                          “Trust Exercise” Rev. Rachel H. Vogado 
 

  Response of Praise “Blessed Assurance” 

   arr. Camp Kirkland 

Sanctuary Choir; Ronn Lowe, piano 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (The Apostles’ Creed) 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  Maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

 the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 

 the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body;  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Responding 
  

  Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

  Celebration of Giving+ 

   Offertory “How Firm A Foundation” 

   Michael Burkhardt 
 

*Doxology, #607 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ, all people here below; 

 Praise Holy Spirit, evermore; 

 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

Sending 
 

*Hymn #463  “How Firm a Foundation” 
 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

  Postlude  “Rondeau” 

   Henry Purcell 
 

Welcome! We are blessed to have you join our worship today and we hope to see 

you again soon! More information about Covenant is available on our website at 

covenantroanoke.org. You can also follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and 

YouTube. We would love to get to know you better, and a card is available in the 

pew before you to begin this journey together. 

https://covenantroanoke.org/


Greetings, Parents! We want all of God's children to feel comfortable in our 

sanctuary, and children are always welcome in our worship services. If you so 

choose, a professionally staffed nursery is available for children ages 3 and 

younger downstairs. Please ask an usher for assistance if needed.  We also have a 

Parents Room just outside the Sanctuary with a changing table, rocking chairs, 

and toys. You will find special children’s bulletins and activity bags on the table in 

Heritage Hall. Children's Worship is offered during the second half of the service 

for children ages 4 to 7. 
 

You are invited to share your Joys and Concerns by writing them in the book on 

the stand outside the sanctuary. If you have a concern of a personal nature, 

please speak with the pastor or contact the office. 
 

The Elder of the Month will stand with the pastor as she greets attendees following 

the worship service.  If you have any questions, concerns, or would like more 

information about Session or Covenant, please reach out to the Elder of the Month 

or any of the active serving Elders. 
 

Join us for Mingle and Munch! After worship all are invited to gather in Heritage 

Hall to visit with church members and guests while enjoying light refreshments. 

Special thanks to Beth Allen and Sharon Nanz for hosting today! 
 

Elder of the Month: Matt Miller 

Deacon of the Month: Mike Whitehead 

Assistant Deacon of the Month: Bob Taylor 
 

In Our Prayers… 

Congregation: Hensley Woods, Jr. 

Family & Friends: Angela Helms 
 

Cover Image: Praying the Whole Life by Rachel H. Vogado 
 

Music Notes from Ronn Lowe: Our prelude "If You But Trust in God to Guide You" is 

a hymn emphasizing steadfast faith and trust in God's providence through all of 

life's circumstances. This arrangement by Johann G. Walther has two variations. 

What a fun and creative offertory today on the American Folk Hymn “How Firm A 

Foundation” by Michael Burkhardt. Internationally recognized for his innovative 

and inspiring hymn festivals, Burkhardt is also known for his creative work with 

children. He is highly regarded as a choral clinician, organ recitalist, and hymn 

festival leader. He currently serves as Director of Worship and the Arts at Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church in Livonia, Michigan, and is the founder and Artistic Director of 

the interdenominational Hearts, Hands, and Voices Worship and Fine Arts Program 

for children and youth. Our postlude sends us out with joy through Henry Purcell’s 

“Rondeau.” A rondeau is built around a principal theme, often called the refrain, 

which returns throughout the piece. This recurring theme alternates with 

contrasting sections, known as episodes or digressions, giving the music both 

familiarity and variety. Purcell was a leading English composer of the middle 

Baroque period. Born in London, he wrote for the church, stage, court, and private 

entertainment. Blending respect for tradition with Italian influence, his originality 

made him one of the most distinctive composers of his time. 
 

Music: All rights reserved. Reprinted/Streamed/Recorded with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-

736186; CCLI #11402203; CSPL #142244. “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” Johann Gottfried 

Walther ©1951 Oliver Ditson Company; “A Thousand Tongues to Sing” Mary McDonald ©2022 Hope 

Publishing Company; “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” Isaac Watts, William Croft/Public Domain; 

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” William Batchelder Bradbury/Public Domain “Blessed Assurance” 

Fanny Crosby, Phoebe Palmer Knapp, Camp Kirkland ©1997 Pilot Point Music; "How Firm A 

Foundation" Michael Burkhardt  ©1991 MorningStar Music Publishers-Birnamwood Publications; 

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Neil Weatherhogg ©1988, 1990 ©1988 Presbyterian 

Publishing-Westminster John Knox-Geneva Press; “How Firm a Foundation” (Unknown)/Public 

Domain; “Rondeau” Henry Purcell ©1987 Lorenz Publishing Corporation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

+Thank you for supporting the ministries of Covenant Presbyterian 

Church! To make an online donation, please visit 

covenantroanoke.org/donation-page or scan this code with 

your phone to go directly to our website donation page: 

 

 

https://covenantroanoke.org/donation-page/

