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Loving God, Loving People, Making Disciples 
 

Gathering 
*Please stand as you are able 

 

As the prelude begins, we invite you to enter a time of reflection. 

Let the music settle your spirit, set aside the distractions of the week, 

and prepare your heart to encounter God. 

 

  Prelude  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 

   Robert A. Hobby 

 

  Welcome and Covenant Life 

During our morning announcements, 

please take a moment to sign and pass the friendship pads. 

 

  Gathering Praise “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

   arr. Joseph M. Martin/Brant Adams 

Sanctuary Choir, Ronn Lowe, organ 

 

*Call to Worship  

 One: From north and south, from east and west, we are invited. 

 All: People called to the table where grace nourishes us. 

 One: From down the street and from across the globe, 

  speaking many languages and living in many lands, 

 All: God's people are called to community and oneness in Christ. 

 One: From every class, every race, and every tradition, 

  we gather as one body. 

 All: To grow in our faith, to offer peace to a hurting world, 

  and to feast together at the table of God's love. 

 One: Come, let us walk in the way of the Lord! 

 All: Let us worship God with joy and praise! 

 

*Hymn #388  “Come All You People” 

 

  Call to Confession  

 

  Prayer of Confession 

Merciful God, you have called us to love you with our whole hearts and to 

love our neighbors. Yet we confess that we have too often placed other things 

before you, our own desires, our fears, our pride, and our need for control. We 

confess the ways we have used your name carelessly, ignored your invitation 

to sabbath, and allowed anger, division, and suspicion to separate us from 

one another. Forgive us for the walls we build, instead of building a bigger 

table. Forgive us when we see differences before we see our shared humanity, 

and when we forget that your grace is wider than our boundaries. Teach us to 

live as your people, humble in spirit, generous in love, quick to forgive, and 

ready to seek peace. Through Jesus Christ we pray, who gathers us as one 

body, amen. 
 

  Declaration of Forgiveness 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

 One: May the peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 
 

The Word 
 

  Time with Our Children Jewel Aagaard, Director of Faith Formation 

 

  Hymn #526  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 

 



  Prayer for Illumination John McMillen 

 

  New Testament Reading Matthew 21:33-46 (Pew Bible, NT pp. 20-21) 

 

  Old Testament Reading Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 (Pew Bible, OT pp. 61-62) 

 One: This is the Word of the Lord.         

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

  Sermon         “Learning How to Live Together” Rev. Rachel H. Vogado 

 

  Response of Praise “Sing Community, Sing Peace” 

   Terry York, Mark Hayes 

Sanctuary Choir, Ronn Lowe, piano 

 

Responding 
  

  Communion 

 Invitation to the Table 

   Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

  One: The Lord be with you.  

  All: And also with you.  

  One: Lift up your hearts.  

  All: We lift them to the Lord.  

  One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   Words of Institution 

   Sharing the Bread of Life and Cup of Salvation  

      Communion Meditations “Listen, God Is Calling (Kenyan Traditional)” 

   Anne Krentz Organ  

   “All Earth Is Hopeful (Toda la tierra)” 

   Lynn L. Petersen 

 

   Communion Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer Hymnal p. 35 

  

  Celebration of Giving+ 

   Offertory  “Restoration” 

   Kenneth Kosche 

 

*Doxology, #608 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 praise Christ, all people here below; 

 praise Holy Spirit, evermore; 

praise Triune God, whom we adore. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

 

Sending 
 

*Hymn #317  “In Christ There Is No East or West” 

 

*Charge and Benediction 

 

  Postlude  Fanfare on “In Christ There Is No East or West” 

   Charles Callahan 

 

Welcome! We are blessed to have you join our worship today and we hope to see 

you again soon! More information about Covenant is available on our website at 

covenantroanoke.org. You can also follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and 

YouTube. We would love to get to know you better, and a card is available in the 

pew before you to begin this journey together. 

https://covenantroanoke.org/


Greetings, Parents! We want all of God's children to feel comfortable in our 

sanctuary, and children are always welcome in our worship services. If you 

choose, a professionally staffed nursery is available downstairs for children ages 3 

and younger. Please ask an usher for assistance if needed.  We also have a Parents 

Room just outside the Sanctuary with a changing table, rocking chairs, and toys. 

You will find children’s bulletins and activity bags on the table in Heritage Hall. 

Children's Worship is offered during the second half of the service for children ages 

4 to 7. 
 

You are invited to share your Joys and Concerns by writing them in the book on 

the stand outside the sanctuary. If you have a concern of a personal nature, 

please speak with the pastor or contact the office. 
 

The Elder of the Month will stand with the pastor as she greets attendees following 

the worship service.  If you have any questions, concerns, or would like more 

information about Session or Covenant, please reach out to the Elder of the Month 

or any of the active serving Elders. 
 

Join us for Mingle and Munch! After worship all are invited to gather in Heritage 

Hall to visit with church members and guests while enjoying light refreshments. 

Special thanks to Cheryl Floyd for hosting today! 
 

Elder of the Month: Melissa Cranwell 

Deacon of the Month: Lindsey Nanz  Assistant Deacon of the Month: Rhea Haner 
 

In Our Prayers… 

Congregation: Will Dibling, Hensley Woods, Jr. 

Family & Friends: Heather Ford, Angela Helms 
 

Cover Image by Rachel H. Vogado  
 

Music Notes from Ronn Lowe: Today’s prelude, “Christ Is Made the Sure 

Foundation,” is a favorite hymn of mine and especially fitting for World 

Communion Sunday. This powerful hymn reminds us that the Church finds its unity 

and identity in Christ, our cornerstone, who binds all believers into one spiritual 

household. Composer Robert A. Hobby is an American organist, choral director, 

and one of my favorite modern composers. He has published more than 150 works 

for organ, choir, and orchestra and serves as Director of Music at Trinity English 

Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne, Indiana. Our choir has also sung several of his 

anthems. “Listen, God Is Calling (Neno Lake Mungu),” a traditional Kenyan hymn, 

brings a lively and joyful spirit to Communion today. While Communion can be a 

quiet and meditative part of worship, it is also a celebration—particularly on World 

Communion Sunday – and this music beautifully reflects that festive spirit. Today’s 

offertory is “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy,” based on the hymn tune 

“Restoration.” Composer Kenneth T. Kosche creatively weaves short interludes 

throughout the familiar melody, which is played using our organ’s beautiful 

Clarinet stop. Our worship concludes with a festive fanfare on the hymn tune 

“McKee (In Christ There Is No East or Wes)t” which we also sing as a congregational 

hymn today. John Oxenham’s text celebrates the unity of all people in Christ – a 

fitting conclusion for World Communion Sunday, reminding us that in Christ, 

divisions of race and geography give way to one family of faith. 
 
Music: All rights reserved. Reprinted/Streamed/Recorded with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736186; CCLI 

#11402203; CSPL #142244. “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” Robert A. Hobby ©2007 MorningStar Music 

Publishers-Birnamwood Publications; “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” Joseph M. Martin ©2001 Shawnee Press; “Come 

All You People (Uyai Mose)” Alexander Gondo, John L. Bell ©1994 Iona Community-WGRG (North America); “Let 

Us Talents and Tongues Employ” Doreen Potter, Fred Kaan ©1975 Hope Publishing Company; “Sing Community, 

Sing Peace” Terry York, Mark Hayes ©2019 Lorenz Publishing Corporation; “Listen, God Is Calling (Kenyan 

Traditional)” Anne Krentz Organ ©2001 Concordia Publishing House; “All Earth Is Hopeful (Toda la tierra)” Lynn L. 

Petersen ©2001 Concordia Publishing House; “Restoration” Kenneth Kosche ©2008 MorningStar Music Publishers-

Birnamwood Publications; “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Neil Weatherhogg, Hal H. Hopson ©2008 

Selah Publishing Co.; “In Christ There Is No East or West” Harry Thacker Burleigh, John Oxenham/Public Domain; 

“In Christ There Is No East or West” Charles Callahan ©1991 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

+Thank you for supporting the ministries of Covenant Presbyterian 

Church! To make an online donation, please visit 

covenantroanoke.org/donation-page or scan this code with 

your phone to go directly to our website donation page: 

 

 

https://covenantroanoke.org/donation-page/

